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Tribe which is situated in a forest, and only three
leagues from Quebec. This village was inhabited
by two hundred Savages, nearly all of whom were
Christians. Their cabins were ranged almost like
houses in cities; an enclosure of high and closely-set
stakes formed a sort of wall, which protected them
from the incursions of their enemies.

Their cabins are very quickly set up; they plant
their poles, which are joined at the top, and cover
them with large sheets of bark. The fire is made
in the middle of the cabin; they spread all around it
mats of rushes, upon which they sit during the day
and take their rest during the night.

The clothing of the men consists of a loose coat of
skin, or perhaps a piece of red or blue cloth. That
of the women is a covering which extends from the
neck to the middle of the leg, and which they adjust
very decently. They put on the head another cover-
ing which descends as far as the feet, and serves
them as acloak. Their leggings reach from the knee
only to the ankle. Socks made of elk-skin, and
lined inside with hair or with wool, take the place
of shoes. This foot-gear is absolutely necessary for
the purpose of adjusting their snowshoes, by means
of which they easily walk on the snow. These
snowshoes, made in lozenge shape, are more than
two feet long and a foot and a half broad. I did not
believe that I could ever walk with such appliances;
but when I made a trial of them, I suddenly
found myself so skillful that the Savages could not
believe that that was the first time when I had used
them.

The invention of these snowshoes has been of
great use to the Savages, not only for traveling over



